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After completing one of the most successful fall semesters anyone can 

remember, most chapters would want to coast to the finish line but Alpha 

Kappa has finished out the year strong. This year will prove to be one to 

remember.

Thanks to the effort of our Director of Recruitment, Brian Van Booven (AK 

’10) and his rush committee, our chapter is in progress of rushing another 

large class full of the “Most Best Men” on campus. This is in part due to the 

large success our chapter has had in generating names with the help of 

alumni and parents. 

Pikes have managed to be recognized as leaders in every important 

organization on campus. Andrew Busby (AK ’09) is representing AK in 

IFC as Vice President-Internal. Ryan Brunkhorst (AK ’07) is the Treasurer of 

Student Council, and Jordan Wengler (AK ’10) is on the Board of Directors 

of Student Union Board. John Van Gels (AK ’08) is serving on the Greek 

Standards Advancement Board, which grades and improves the Greek 

Plan for Success. His involvement has been vital to our success as a 

“Level III Chapter.” Furthermore, we have many athletes that received All-

Conference, All-Region, Academic All-American in Men’s Varsity Soccer, 

including Pat McNamee (AK ’08) who received Defensive MVP for the GLVC 

region.

Our chapter continues to be the envy of campus. The Greek Awards 

Banquet was truly Garnet and Gold, as Pikes took home the Order of 

Omega Award of Excellence, given to the best fraternity on campus. I also 

received the Don Myers Fraternity Man of the Year award. This is the 2nd 

year the award was given out, and the 2nd year a Pike has received it. 

Furthermore, the chapter had two new initiatives for the semester. The first 

was to reevaluate the strategic plan, which will allow it to be as successful 

for the next five years as it was for last five years.  This plan gets re-

evaluated every five years or so and incorporates all of the alumni entities 

as well as the Active Chapter. The other new initiative was the transition 

over to OmegaFi, a financial collection agency endorsed by Pi Kappa Alpha 

International.

The chapter also initiated twenty eight 

young men into the chapter this fall, 

the largest initiation any of the active 

members can remember. Furthermore, 

the chapter had two special initiations 

this semester. The first was John Francis 

Carney III, who has served Missouri S&T 

as Chancellor for the last five years. The 

second is David Lewis Ryan, the father of 

Daniel Lewis Ryan (AK’ 06). Daniel currently 

serves as the Director of Chapter Services 

for the International Fraternity. These men are the 29th and 30th special 

initiates of Alpha Kappa.

Alpha Kappa has continued to use its means to benefit others by 

contributing over 11,000 hours of community service to the local 

community and outside Rolla. Our community service chairman, Dustin 

Hale (AK ’09), arranged two service trips — one to aid the YMCA in Potosi, 

Missouri and another to aid the Habitat for Humanity of Springfield, Mo. 

Trips like these are the cornerstones of our service program and teach the 

importance of giving back as well as build relationships with communities 

outside of Rolla while lending our manpower to good causes. 

Intramural athletics have been as fierce as ever. After a shaky fall 

semester, the chapter has won another IM championship by placing 1st in 

weightlifting, 1st in track, 1st in soccer, as well as top 5 in a bounty of other 

sports this semester. It was a tough yearlong effort, and we had to pull 

together as chapter more so than in the past to accomplish this. A great 

contribution to our success this year is improved record keeping so that we 

can track the best athletes and put together the best teams.

While many might view serving the chapter as SMC during my graduating 

semester as burdensome, it has been a truly amazing semester. It was great 

to serve my chapter as president and leave the walls of Alpha Kappa the 

same way I came in, by working hard and diligently to further the interest 

of the chapter. It was a productive semester, with unique opportunities 

that helped us step back and prepare for the future. It is important to do 

that from time to time, and will give the chapter the ability to continue 

its successful track record. As a result of our careful strategic planning, I 

am confident Alpha Kappa will continue to be the flagship fraternity of 

Missouri S&T, as well as Pi Kappa Alpha. This couldn’t be done without the 

continual support of our alumni and friends.

In the Bonds, 

Curt McDonald

SMC, Spring 2011

Fall Kapers Contact Info

Parth Shah   |   president@akpikes.com
President

Clark Gould   |   rush@akpikes.com
Rush

Ryan Paul   |  parents.club@akpikes.com
Parent’s Club

Andrew Plyler    |   alumni@akpikes.com
Alumni Relations

Curt McDonald 
SMC, Spring 2011
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Alumni Advisory Board
For many long years Alpha Kappa has operated with an engaged and 
active alumni base of support from members of the House Corporation, 
AK Educational Foundation, and AK Alumni Association. The men who 
have served in these three groups have served to provide direct support 
with guidance, advice, and council to the Chapter and specifically to the 
members of the Active Chapter Executive Council. During the last couple 
of years we have formalized these relationships to recognize an Alumni 
Advisory Board. Our board is designed to provide direct interaction 
between members of the three entity groups. The members of the AK 
Alumni Advisory Board and the officers they advise are:

n Chris Ramsay, Chapter Advisor
n Jim Murphy, Faculty Advisor
n Bob Brockhaus, HC President — SMC
n Keith Wedge, AKEF President — IMC, Educational and Scholarship, 

Kapers 
n Dale Spence, AKEF VP and Treasurer — Scholarship and Kapers
n Bob Kallemeier, HC VP — House Manager, equipment and upgrades, 

construction 
n Trace Shaugnhnessy, HC House Manager — House Manager
n Bob Cox, Regional President Emeritus — ThC
n Dave Zimmerman, HC Board Member — IMC, Rush
n Dan Frisbee, HC Board Member — IMC, Alumni Relations
n Perrin Roller, AKEF Board Member — IMC, Alumni Relations and 

Intramurals 
n Kyle Verhoff, AKAA President — Rush

Other Alumni have stepped up, such as Al Wentz. Al has had a 
tremendous positive influence on motivating our leaders and 
rewarding then for achievement of excellence. In addition, he has 
provided incentives to insure that the Kapers continues to be a first rate 
publication.

Alpha Kappa would not be the organization it is today without the tireless 
and dedicated efforts of Alumni. Not just the ones listed above, but the 
many good men who have stepped up and contributed in times of need 
and who have simply “shown up” and extended a hand. In my opinion, it 
is impossible for an Active Chapter to excel without active and engaged 
alumni. Alumni who recognize that “Once a Pike, Always a Pike” is not just 
a group of clever words. But, is a real thing that recognizes who we are 
and what we can become if we only pull together. As I have said before, 
when it was broken and beaten, it was the Alumni who lifted Alpha 
Kappa to there shoulders and carried it forward. Now, the Active Chapter 
has and will continue to excel because of that support and the continuing 
support it receives from you. I am very grateful for you.

The Bauer Bar
Shirley Bauer made a donation to the new Hasselmann Alumni House 
to name the bar. The Bauer Bar would naturally be the place where we 
would find ourselves gathering. Other Pikes and our wives have donated 
to the new Alumni House to name the bar stools are Dave Grimm, Bob 
and Dottye Wolf, Dick and Ann Horst, and Chris and Darlene Ramsay. I can 
hear Dick Bauer saying to us all, “let go to the bar for a hooter” or Bob Wolf 
saying we should stop by for a “short snort”. I miss those guys.

So, when the Hasselmann house is finished, 
we will all go there to have one in honor 
of Dick, and one in honor of Bob, and 
several more in honor of all those fine men 
who have gone before and so remarkably 
influenced all of us.

It’s been a good year at Alpha Kappa. 
The boys in the Active Chapter have met 
a number of challenges and continued 
to excel. We should all be proud of their 
accomplishments. We should be even more 
proud of the fact that Active Chapter and 
Alumni alike have joined hands to pull forward 
and achieve excellence in the lives of these 
young men, and ourselves.

As always, I am,
Your Friendly Neighborhood Chapter Advisor,
Ramsay

Project Porcelain

At the last Miner Alumni Association Board of 
Director’s meeting, a portion of the discussion 
was on some the naming opportunities 
in the new Hasselmann Alumni House. 
Specifically, there was some objection to the 
listing of restrooms and fixtures as naming 
opportunities. In my opinion, it was always 
just a little bit of a funny to include a urinal as 
something one could dedicate or put his name 
on. A group of Pikes decided to play this game 
and we purchased a urinal in honor of our 
friends at Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. Our 
friends at TKE have committed to purchase one 
in honor of PiKE. Everybody had a big laugh, 
we will tell stories about it for years to come. 
And, this silliness raised an additional $10,000 
for the Hasselmann House. 

Ramsay’s Corner
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Community Service

This past semester, the members of Alpha Kappa have kept 
up their tradition of selflessly giving their time to help out the 
surrounding community. The community service events included 
a trip to help the YMCA camp in Potosi, Missouri and a trip to give 
a helping hand to Habitat for Humanity in Springfield, Missouri.  
There was also great attendance to help many other smaller, local 
sites in Rolla. At the YMCA camp, the members of Alpha Kappa 
helped prepare the large patio for a fresh coat of paint.  They 
were able to stay in the well-kept lodges overnight, providing 
comfortable sleeping arrangements and great brotherhood 
opportunities.  The second, larger trip to Springfield was also a 
success. Alpha Kappa teamed up with the newly formed Zeta 
Chi colony at Missouri State to help complete many projects. The 
combined Pike teams helped unload truckloads of shelving for a 
new recycling program at the restore, while other teams helped 
some senior citizens power wash their houses, rake leaves, and 
repaint their decks.  The joint projects gave Alpha Kappa the 
chance to show a fledgling Pike colony how a successful chapter 
operates. The next day, before leaving town, the members of 
Alpha Kappa stopped by Ritter Springs Park to pick up trash.  
All in all, the community service trips were a 
complete success, with the members of Alpha 
Kappa donating more than 5,000 hours to help 
the community.

3

Pikes at Potosi

Habitat for Humanity in Springfield

Robert Chisolm shows off his scrubbing skills



Our newly special initiated brother, Dr. Carney, visited the Alpha Kappa 
home on April 18th to help further our knowledge of leadership 
and responsibility. Dr. Carney spoke to the entire chapter about the 
events of his life leading to his role as Chancellor of Missouri S&T, 
as well as certain events where difficult decisions were required as 
a leader to benefit the campus as a whole. This presentation was 
extremely inspirational and revamped the energies of the leaders 
in Alpha Kappa. Knowing that one of our brothers has lived a life of 
great success by using his leadership expertise shows all of us that 
the world is out there for the taking and the importance of using 
our success to help our active brothers when we are alumni. 

This past spring Alpha Kappa was able to participate in an event that 
broke down some barriers on campus. On April 25th, Alpha Kappa hosted 
a diversity panel to help different groups on campus come to a better 
understand of each other.  Members of the Fraternities Alpha Phi Alpha, 
Omega Psi Phi, and Delta Lambda Phi formed a panel to represent groups 
not recognized by the Inter-Fraternity Council. Alpha Phi Alpha and 
Omega Psi Phi are both national black fraternities while Delta Lambda 
Phi is a national fraternity for men with alternate sexuality preferences. 
This panel was a casual round table discussion in which the entire chapter 
of Alpha Kappa was in attendance. Topics discussed were the values of 
all fraternities, the day to day lives of their styles of brotherhood, as well 
as ways to promote networking between Alpha Kappa and these other 

organizations. This experience truly opened the eyes and hearts of the 
members of Alpha Kappa and was educational in the highest way. 

On March 16, prominent alumnus Dr. Al Wentz joined the Alpha Kappa 
men for dinner and to bestow upon us his professional knowledge of wine. 
A delicious dinner was enjoyed followed by a presentation by Al. In his 
presentation, Al talked about the history of wine and the many different 
types of wine. He discussed topics regarding how wine is produced and the 
geographical special-
ties of many countries. 
He then talked about 
the professional pur-
suits of wine and the 
rating system given by 
magazines as well as 
other professional and 
recreational pursuits of 

the beverage. After dinner, he invited any members of age to a presentation 
of how wine tasting works and brought a few of his favorites for sampling. 
Al has been an amazing alumnus and has most notably given his support 
through scholarships and frequent attendance at Alpha Kappa events.

Continuing Education
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Dr. Carney on Leadership

Diversity Panel

Al Wentz Wine Night

Brother Al Wentz

Dr. Carney

Diversity Panel
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Graduating Seniors

Kenny Gravlin
Graduated Missouri S&T 
with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. In Alpha Kappa 
he served as Scholarship Chair 

and frequently spoke of the importance on 
attaining good grades. He was President of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
During his time at Missouri S&T he played 
varsity soccer for the school and was a captain 
his senior year in which he led the team to 
nationals. He also was involved with many 
Pike intramurals including Track and Field 
and Volleyball. HE currently lives in St. Louis, 
MO where he works for Anheuser Busch.

Logan Gillespie
Graduated Missouri S&T 
with a degree in Engineering 
Management. He served 
Alpha Kappa through various 

committees including Fix-It and Exterior. 
A passion of his was keeping the house in 
mint condition and throughout his tenure 
on campus helped new members learn the 
respect and responsibility of keeping our home 
nice. He currently resides in Columbia, MO.

Aditya Sharma
Graduated Missouri S&T with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering. 
He served Alpha Kappa as social 
chair. He served the campus 

as Treasurer of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineers, an organization in which 
he was highly active. He currently resides in 
Kansas City where he works for Proctor and 
Gamble as a Team Manager and Engineer.

Stephen Rothermich 
Graduated Missouri S&T with 
a degree in Metallurgical 
Engineering. He served Alpha 
Kappa as Duties Chair and played 

intramurals on almost every Pike team. He was 
known as the home run smasher in softball and 
in one game hit a home run for every at bat. On 
campus he was involved with the Intramurals 
Association, Engineers without Borders, and 
Materials Science and Engineering. He currently 
lives in Granite City, IL where he works for 
Granite City Steel as a Process Engineer.

Micah Weber
Graduated Missouri S&T with a 
degree in Computer Engineering. 
In Alpha Kappa he served as 
IMC, Scholarship Chair as well 

as Risk Manager. On campus he was involved 
with Students Today, Alumni Tomorrow, Order 
of Omega, and Blue Key Honor Society. Micah 
was very passionate about brotherhood and 
the safety of all members. He acted like a 
big brother to all and loved the experience 
of a house full of best friends. He currently 
works for E. N. Engineering in Lawrence, KS.

Kevin Laut
Graduated Missouri S&T with 
a degree in Civil Engineering 
and a degree in Architectural 
Engineering. During his time 

at Alpha Kappa, Kevin served as Special 
Events chair ultimately leading the house 
to a Greek Week victory. Kevin was very 
influenced by music and played guitar in 
the Greek Sing events over the years. On 
campus, Kevin was involved with Students 
Today, Alumni Tomorrow as well as being 
President of both APO and Intercollegiate 
Knights. He currently lives in California.

   
Ryan O’Daniel
Graduated Missouri S&T 
with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. In Alpha Kappa 
he served as Duties Chair, Fix-It, 

House Manager and ThC. On campus he was 
involved the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers as Secretary as well as Engineers 
without Borders and Students Today, Alumni 
Tomorrow. He currently lives in Kansas City, MO 
and works for Accenture as a Team Engineer.
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December Commencement
On Saturday, December 18th, 2010 seven 
members of Alpha Kappa graduated 
from Missouri University of Science and 
Technology. These young men served Pi 
Kappa Alpha and the Missouri S&T campus 
in many different ways and to the best 
of their abilities. We wish them the best 
if luck in their new lives and hope to see 
them serve as alumni for years to come.

Farewell Seniors!



Brian Van Booven 
Director of Recruitment

Rush
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Want to 
help with 
Rush?

Contact 
Our Rush Chairmen:

 

Clark Gould  
or 

John Goecker 
rush@akpikes.com

Do you know a high school senior 
coming to Missouri S&T in the fall? 
Does he have the qualities to make 
him an excellent Pike? Any tips are 
greatly appreciated and will be actively 
pursued by our recruitment committee.

Rush  —  one of the most important 
operations at AK
Alpha Kappa succeeded yet 

again in recruiting the most, best 

men for the spring semester.  

Despite the overall decline in 

men joining fraternities for the 

spring, Rush Chairmen Brian 

Van Booven (AK ’10) and Curt 

McDonald (AK ’07) were still able 

to recruit eight new members.  

This was much more than most 

fraternities at Missouri S&T.

To continue the success of this past semester, Alpha Kappa, led 

by Director of Recruitment Brian Van Booven (AK ’10), plans to 

recruit one of the largest pledge classes ever.  This goal will be 

facilitated by the new recruitment structure implemented last 

spring as well as the continued involvement and effort of the 

active chapter.  The continued growth of the chapter is a leading 

factor in its many successes and accomplishments, making 

rush one of the most important operations at Alpha Kappa.

Director of Recruitment

Brian Van Booven

Rush Chairmen

Eric Hinze

Doug Porter

Nick Windhorst

Caleb Collier

Rush Captains

Clark Gould

Tyler Meyer

Arthur Hartt

Blake Summers

Rush
Organization
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Chapter Spotlight

Alpha Kappa has a history of special initiations, but on February 25th, special 
gained a new meaning. Dr. John F. Carney III has served Missouri S&T for nearly 
six years as the Chancellor, leading the school to many new achievements. 
Upon the announcement of his retirement, he expressed interest in the intrinsic 
bond that fraternity members share and soon was initiated into the bonds of 
phi phi kappa alpha. Chancellor Carney has brought many positive changes to 
the school. One of Carney’s most visible changes was the decision to change 
the name of the campus from the University of Missouri-Rolla (UMR) to Missouri 
University of Science and Technology (Missouri S&T) to better position the 
campus as a nationally recognized technological research university. The name 
change took effect Jan. 1, 2008, following months of discussion and evaluation. 
Since the name change, the campus has experienced increases in out-of-state 
and international undergraduate applications as well as strong alumni support. 
During his tenure he oversaw the addition and renovation of Toomey hall, the 
mechanical and aerospace engineering building. He has presided over the 
creation and construction of Innovation Park, which lies now where the old golf 
course was. Being a man of athleticism, he understood the needs of all varsity 
athletes and helped with the construction of the Miner Dome, a large indoor 
practice facility for many varsity sports. Another development Carney presided 
over is the restructuring of the academic organizations on campus. It used to be 
very separated with different schools and colleges. Now a more collaborative 
structure is in place, creating much ease for interdisciplinary activities. Prior 
to becoming chancellor of Missouri S&T, Carney served as provost and vice 

president for academic affairs for eight years at Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
in Worcester, Mass. He began his academic career as a member of the civil 
engineering faculty at the University of Connecticut, serving there for 15 years 
before joining Auburn University in Auburn, Ala., as professor and head of the civil 
engineering department. In 1983, he moved to Vanderbilt University in Nashville, 
Tenn., where he served for the next 13 years as professor of civil engineering, 
associate dean for graduate affairs, and associate dean for research and graduate 
affairs. Dr. Carney has served Missouri S&T very well and Alpha Kappa is honored 
to have such a prestigious and inspirational brother. We wish him well on 
his retirement and look forward to the times ahead with our new brother.

Chancellor Carney Initiated

Before the International Convention this last summer, Dustin was just a 
regular college Pike. Then one night his world was turned upside down, 
and his life has been changed for the better. After returning home from 
the convention, Dustin was exhausted but still made his way in to work 
the next day. “I checked my temperature before work and I was running 
a fever. I had chills all day. I probably should have called in but that’s life, “ 
says Dustin. After work he climbed into his car and started driving the long 
highway trek home. “The next thing I remember is glimpses of the hospital. 
They were like a dream.” Dustin had lost consciousness at the wheel and 
drove into a ditch causing serious damage to himself and his vehicle. The 
next week, Dustin’s family and friends spent a lot of time with him in the 
hospital. Brian Phagan, a pledge 
brother of Dustin, stayed for two 
straight days. Dustin’s younger 
brother Corey, also a Pike, spent 
every free moment available just staying at his brother’s side. After Dustin’s 
initial recovery, he was quickly back in the hospital for more surgeries due 
to a persistent bacterial infection. He says he is lucky he didn’t succumb to 

any brain damage. The infection was 
finally subdued, but too late for him to 
start school in the fall. Dustin was greatly 
missed during the fall semester but 
surprised everyone by attending all the 
community service events that semester. 
Community service has always been an 
ambition for Dustin and he claims that 
this accident has further taught him the 
responsibility of helping other. “Life’s 
short. Why not help somebody else while 

you’re in it? I feel now that I have 
been enlightened. Why be a jerk when you can make friends? Why 
miss out on any opportunity in life when life may be unexpectedly 
snatched away? My life has been changed for the better.” Dustin is 

now back at Missouri S&T for the spring semester and is serving the house 
as the community service chair. Many find inspiration in 
Dustin’s story and everyone is glad to have him back.

Dustin Hale Survives Accident
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Alumni gather to congratulate our newest brother, Dr. Carney

Dustin Hale



Campus Involvement 
American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers
          Jonathan Goecker – President
          Brian Van Booven – Vice President
          Arthur Hartt – Treasurer
          Troy Terrill – Publications

Associated Students of the University  
of Missouri
          James Shipman – President
          Edward Matuszak – Board Member

Blue Key Honor Society
          John Van Gels – Vice President
          Parth Shah – Treasurer

Engineers Without Borders
          Bret Baer – Vice President

Future Business Leaders of America
          Parth Shah – Recruitment Officer

Institute of Electrical and Electronic  
Engineers
          Doug Porter – Treasurer

Interfraternity Council
          Andrew Busby – Vice President Internal
          Erik Hinze – Publications

Intercollegiate Knights
          Jake Roth – Page Master

Missouri S&T Intramurals Association
          Dan Stokes – Vice President
          Mitch Jones – Executive

Missouri S&T Lacrosse Club
          Joe Graff – President
          Andrew Terbrock – Treasurer

Missouri S&T Rugby Club
          Andrew Rasdall – Equipment Manager

Missouri S&T Volleyball Club
          John Willson - President
          Edward Matszak – Treasurer
          Adam Altmann – 1st Officer

Missouri S&T Varsity Soccer
          Ryan Muich – Captain
          John Bilyeu – Captain

Order of Omega
          John Van Gels – Vice President
          Andrew Busby – Social Chair

Parth Shah – Webmaster
 
Society of Venezuelan Engineers
          Jorge Quiroz – President

St. Pats Committee
          Jeremiah Mohan
          Andrew Rasdall

Student Council
          Ryan Brunkhorst – Treasurer
          Fred Reineke – SIT Chair

Students Today, Alumni Tomorrow
          Anthony Rieger – President
          Ryan Brunkhorst – Treasurer

Student Union Board
          Jordan Wengler – Campus 
                Traditions Chair

Theta Tau Omega
          Joshua Kaltenbronn - Secretary

Executive Council pictured from left: Brian Seawright, Dan Stokes, Brian Phagan,  
Curt McDonald, Brian Van Booven, Gregg Crannick, Erik Hinze, Doug Porter

Social
Jake Shaw

Sorority Relations
Jake Squires

Special Events
Nick Windhorst

President
Curt McDonald

Secretary
Brian Seawright

Treasurer
Doug Porter

Internal VP
Dan Stokes

External VP
Gregg Crannick

Director of Rush
Brian Van Booven

Pledge Educator
Brian Phagan

House Manager
Erik Hinze

Assistant Treasurer
Jeremy Bylo

Alumni Relations
Arthur Hartt

Campus Involvement
John Goecker

Rush Chairmen
Erik Hinze

Doug Porter
Nick Windhorst

Caleb Collier

Steward
Troy Terrill

Brotherhood
Andrew Busby

Community Serv.
Dustin Hale

Assistant Steward
Andrew Busby

Correspondence
Brian Seawright

Fix-It
Kevin Antrobus

Intramurals
Dan Stokes

Duties
Peter Haw
Mike HeisePublic Relations

Andrew Terbrock Exterior
Pat MacNamee

Continuing Ed.
Andrew Keeven

Cadence Kirchner

Computers
Tyler Shaffner

Fundraising
Adam McDonnell

Historian
Andrew Busby

Parent’s Club
Jordan Wengler

Risk Manager
Lucas Wessel

Scholarship
Ryan Paul

Leadership
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The beginning of a spring semester at Missouri S&T brings about a 
new group of fine men who want to begin their journey through Pi 
Kappa Alpha. The recruitment committee did an excellent job finding 
these young men, and giving them the chance to experience what 
Pi Kappa has to offer.  From the start, the members of S2K11 showed 

promise with their positive outlook and enthusiasm.  They were led 
under the guidance of their Pledge Educator, Brian Phagan. After a 
successful pledge retreat full of stories, lessons, and bonding, they 
spent the beginning of their first semester at Alpha Kappa learning 
valuable lessons about time management, responsibility, leadership, 

and much more.  After these skills had been practiced and 
learned, they began to learn about Greek life at Missouri 
S&T in general, Pi Kappa Alpha, and how to be involved 
and lead on campus. It is these learning sessions that 
form the foundation for all members to be successful at 
Missouri S&T, and in the working world. The young men 
of S2K11 have been working hard and are excited to be 
initiated.  If their work as new members reflects what 
they will accomplish as active members, Alpha Kappa will 
benefit greatly.  We are excited to have these young men 
living with us and cannot wait to call them brothers! 

New  
Initiates
On January 22nd, another grand Pike 
initiation brought 28 new, outstanding 
men into the bonds of phi phi kappa 
alpha. The men completed their first 
semester under the guidance and 
leadership of John Binz and were 
initiated as one of the largest pledge 
classes in AK history. They are excited to 
start another page in the story of Alpha 
Kappa and many have already stepped 
up to hold committees in the house.
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Chapter Spotlight
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Pledge Class



PiKA Softball Champions

PiKA Track

PiKA Soccer

PiKA Basketball

Intramurals
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With the recruitment of a record fall pledge 
class, Pi Kappa Alpha’s athletic future has 
never looked brighter. Intramural Chairman 
Dan Stokes (AK 08’) is extremely confident 
in the new athletic group of young men 
and looks forward to seeing their success 
both on and off the field. After an extreme 
amount of athletic success in Greek Week, 
Alpha Kappa continues to surge forward 
and push each other to perform at their 
best in every sense of the word.

After a disheartening first game loss to 
ASCE in softball, the Pikes rallied back to go 
undefeated the rest of the season. Outscoring 
their opponents 134-21, the Pikes were a 
dominate force in the league and won the 
championship, vs. rivals Sigma Nu, handily. 
Steve Rothermich (AK 05’), who has lead 
the Pikes to what is now their 5th softball 
championship in a row, was an asset to the 
team with his experience and leadership. 

The Pike football team, who went 
undefeated the whole season, fought 
hard in the finals against a very athletic team, but came up one 
touchdown short of the victory. Second place, however, meant an 
even more commanding lead in overall points. With the close of 
the football season also came some hardships for the house. After 
finishing very poorly in golf and billiards, Pikes lost the overall lead.

The next major sport, and key to Pikes regaining the lead, was swimming. 
Nate Freeman (AK ‘10) lead the way with a 1st place finish in the 50 yard 
freestyle and also lead the 200 yard freestyle and Medley relay teams 
to 2nd place finishes. Pikes went on to get 2nd overall and reclaim the 
overall lead. Not to be outdone, Pikes finished up the fall semester with 
a second place finish in washers and a 3rd place finish in volleyball.

With a lead of only 2.5 points ahead of Sigma Nu at the close of the fall 
semester, the men knew they needed to step up in a big way in the 
spring if we were to keep our championship streak alive, and so they 
did. With record breaking lifts from Curt McDonald and soccer captain 
Sam Shaffer, Pikes took first in weightlifting. While we placed top five 
in basketball, ping pong, bowling, and tennis, so too did Sigma Nu, 
who remained neck and neck in the intramural championship race. 

With track and field being one of the final sports, the house looked to its
varsity soccer athletes to step up and compete. Led by Ryan Muich (AK ’09) 
and Joe Macke (AK ‘11), who both finished first in there events, the track and 
field team took first overall and propelled Pikes into a commanding lead. 

With so many soccer players in our house, AK Pikes take great pride in 
winning every soccer championship possible. Going into the final sport 
of the season, this winning attitude was the same as it had always been. 
Dominating their regular season opponents with a goals scored vs. allowed 
ratio of 20-0, the team was where they needed to be going into the 
playoffs. Facing another undefeated team in the 2nd round, the Pikes went 
down 1-0 in the second half, but with a flash of brilliance from defender 
Michael Heise (AK ’10)scoring with 30 seconds remaining, the team went 
on to win in shootouts to advance to the finals. Beating Sigma Nu 3-0, 
who had put up a good fight all season, was just icing on the cake as Pikes 
secured the Intramural Championship Trophy for the 6th year in a row.

The young men of Alpha Kappa are extremely excited and optimistic 
about its chances of capturing yet another intramural title. This 
confidence, however, comes also with the realization of the hard 
work that is still necessary to make the desire a reality. We at Pi 
Kappa Alpha continue to motivate ourselves and our fellow brothers 
to dig within and compete at a higher level, thus excelling above 
the rest. Only then can we truly call ourselves champions.



During winter break, a group of Alpha Kappa men made their way to 
Colorado for the annual ski trip. After a long semester of difficult classes, 
the guys wanted to take a break and enjoy the snowy slopes of Copper 
Mountain. They stayed at Copper Mountain’s exclusive resort for five 
nights in deluxe suites and spent the days tearing up the mountainsides.  
Some men chose to ski while others snowboarded. Although there 
were many lighthearted jokes between the skiers and snowboarders 

about who was superior, everyone had a great time. Every night the 
resort hosted a large event for all of its patrons ranging from concerts 
to contests. When each day was done, the brothers made their way to 
the hot tub to relax our muscles and prepare for the next extreme day in 
the snow. The opportunity was a great chance for the brothers to get to 
know each other better, as well as have some good old-fashioned fun. 

Brothers cleaning the tiles of the Library

Pike University
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The 2011 Spring Pike University regional convention was held the 
weekend of February 11–12 in Chicago, Illinois. Brothers from Alpha 
Kappa and many other chapters throughout the Midwest were treated 
with an elegant and classy hotel in the suburbs of the windy city. The 
Westin Lombard Yorktown Center hosted the large Leadership Summit 
and gave Pikes from everywhere another chance to link up, network, and 

communicate new ideas to one another. The summit had many different 
sessions regarding recruitment, dressing for success, and executive 
leading strategies. To compliment all the big sessions, the summit also 
offered many smaller breakout sessions that promote working together 
with new people to help network new ideas on a smaller, more detailed 
level. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Saturday were catered and quite 

delicious. The awards ceremony occurred during dinner where 
Alpha Kappa and many of its individuals were awarded for 
their dedication to Pi Kappa Alpha. Our chapter as a whole 
won the Man Miles trophy while many men were individually 
recognized for their attendance at Pike events. On Sunday, 
after the conclusion of Pike University, many AK’s took the 
opportunity to explore Chicago. The big city feel combined 
with the excellent weather provided excellent sightseeing and 
exploration. The Willis Tower (previously known as the Sears 
Tower), Navy Pier, and Al Capone museums were all covered by 
the Pikes on their adventure through Chicago. When the guys 
returned to Rolla, they were tired and relieved but none will 
deny that many great memories were made 
and many new things were learned.

Pike University

On April 17th, the members of Alpha came together to complete their 
annual International Work Day.  The day was filled with projects to 
improve and clean the interior and exterior of the house.  The members 
of the house were split into teams consisting of people of all different 
ages, and each team was assigned their own special tasks. These 
tasks consisted of scrubbing tiles, cleaning walls, weeding the yard, 
and much more. Despite the hard work, everyone bonded and had a 
great time. Arthur Hartt (AK ’10) laughs, “I got to man the automatic 
tile scrubber, which is like one of those mechanical bulls.”  The most 
interesting project of the day was moving the 3,000 pound cudgel over 
forty feet into the shed. It took an extremely large amount of people, 
and Cadence Kirchner (AK’11) summed it up with, “Moving that tree 
might have been one of the most interesting endeavors I’ve ever seen.” 

Alpha Kappa Annual Ski Trip

International Work Day



The restaurant in 
Rolla was located 
where Wolf Hall 

stands today. Older 
alumni may recall the 
restaurant as the 

Wee Chef.
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Alumni Profile

Each year the Alpha Kappa Alumni Association selects an AK alumnus to 

receive the Robert V. Wolf Loyalty Award. This year’s recipient was Dr. Bob 

Brockhaus, MSM 1962, and current House Corporation president.  Selection is 

based upon the individual’s service to the chapter, to the national fraternity 

and to the university.  Previous recipients since the award was reestablished in 

2005 are Dick Bauer, Don Myers, Bob Kallemeier, Rollie Johnson and Al Wentz.  

Undergraduate and Pi Kappa Alpha involvement

Bob served as ThC and Steward while at MSM.  He held several offices in Alpha 

Phi Omega Fraternity including serving as president. A member of the Miner 

and Rollamo staffs, he was initiated into Theta Tau Fraternity.  His honors 

include being on the Dean’s Honor Role and being selected for Who’s Who in 

American Colleges and Universities.  His senior year, AK was the recipient of the 

Smythe Award, which was only given to one chapter each year at that time.

He has served as the District President for the PiKA chapters in Kansas and 

later for those in Missouri. He was the alumni advisor for the Beta Phi chapter 

at Purdue University when it built its current chapter house.  Later, he was 

the first faculty advisor for the Iota Nu chapter at Saint Louis University 

when it was chartered in 1990.  He served for over a decade during which 

they received several Smythe awards and the trophy for the best chapter 

GPA. Since 2002, he has been a member of the AK House Corporation.  He 

has served as president for the last several years during which time the 

chapter has consistently received the Smythe Award and has been widely 

recognized as the best managed chapter in PiKA.  He and his wife, Dr. 

Joyce Brockhaus, are members of the Order of the Golden Shillelagh.

Educational and Professional activities

Bob has a mechanical engineering degree from MSM, an MBA from 

Purdue University and a doctorate degree in business from Washington 

University. Upon graduation from MSM, he worked for Ralston Purina 

for seven years prior to starting his own businesses including restaurants 

near UMSL and UMR. The restaurant in Rolla was located where Wolf Hall 

stands today. Older alumni may recall the restaurant as the Wee Chef.  

When the House Corporation purchased the site in 1970, they leased it 

to Bob and he operated a restaurant know as Another Place.  In 1972, 

he sold the restaurants to join the faculty at Saint Louis University.

Bob is President of Progressive Management Enterprises, Ltd., a real estate 

management firm, that he founded in 1969.  He also is the Managing 

Director of the Brockhaus Group, LLC which provides consulting services 

to large family controlled businesses in the United States, Europe and 

Africa.  The initial Coleman Foundation Entrepreneurship Chair holder 

and Director of the Jefferson Smurfit Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

at Saint Louis University, he served in these roles for over 30 years. 

Under his leadership, SLU developed an entrepreneurship program 

recognized for its excellence around the world.  He remained at SLU until 

his departure in 2004 to concentrate on his consulting business.

He previously has been a Fulbright Fellow at the University of Waikato in New 

Zealand, the Schoen Professor of Private Enterprise and Entrepreneurship at 

Baylor University, the Distinguished Visiting Professor of Entrepreneurship 

at Southern Cross 

University in Australia, 

the McAnich Chair 

of Entrepreneurship 

at Kansas State 

University and the 

Extraordinary Professor 

of Entrepreneurship 

at Potchestroom 

University in 

South Africa.

In 2005, he received the 

national Hughes award 

for his advocacy of 

Bob Brockhaus receives the 2010 
Robert V. Wolf Loyalty Award



Bob Brockhaus receives the R.V. Wolf Loyalty Award
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Alumni Profile

entrepreneurship from the United States Association for Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship and was honored along with his wife by the international 

Family Firm Institute with its award for their global work with family 

businesses.  In 2003, he was selected by the United States Small Business 

Administration as its first national Entrepreneurship Research Advocate.

He is the past State Director of the Missouri Small Business Development 

Centers, past national chairperson of the Academy of Management’s 

Entrepreneurship Division, past national president of the Small 

Business Institute Directors’ Association, past international president 

of the International Council for Small Business which he also served 

as Executive Director for 20 years and received an Honorary Life 

Membership.  He was an elected delegate to the 1986 and 1995 

White House Conferences on Small Business.  He also is a Fellow 

of five different academic entrepreneurship organizations.

He currently serves on various universities, civic and religious boards in 

Europe, South Africa as well as in the United States. Bob is listed in Who’s 

Who in the World, Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in Finance and 

Industry and International Who’s Who in Education.  He has been an invited 

speaker in Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Croatia, England, Egypt, Finland, 

Germany, Ireland, Japan, Korea, Lebanon, Mexico, New Zealand, Singapore, 

South Africa, Switzerland, as well as throughout the United States.

Civic and community involvement

A four term alderman for the City of Sunset Hills, Missouri, Bob has been 

president of his church council, former troop committee chairperson 

and currently is vice-chair of the executive committee of the local Boy 

Scout district. He currently is president of the Homeowners Association 

in the Florida Keys where Joyce and he have a home.  In recognition 

of his service he has been the Father of the Year for his son’s high 

school, one of the first ten Distinguished Alumni of Lindbergh High 

School, and the Citizen of the Year for Crestwood and Sunset Hills.

Our sincere congratulations to Brother Brockhaus for this service 

to Pi Kappa Alpha and his career accomplishments.
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Each year the recipient of the Robert V. Wolf 
Loyalty Award is the speaker at the Founders’ 
Day program.  This year’s recipient was Bob 
Brockhaus, president of the House Corporation.
Approximately 200 alumni, parents and undergraduates 
were present as letters from classmates of Bob’s were 
shared by Brother Kallemeier who was a classmate as well 
as the current vice-president of the House Corporation.  
The letters gently roasted Bob.  More information 
about Bob is elsewhere in this issue of the Kapers.

In his talk, Bob shared that it was 106 years ago that the 
Alpha Kappa Chapter was founded and 53 years ago 
that he pledged  PiKA.  He never met any of the founders 
who he considered extremely old when he was eighteen 
as he suspected the current pledges felt about him.  He 
pointed out that the values that were true 106 years 
ago were still true 53 years ago and remain true today.

Bob pointed out that while the computers of today have 
replaced the slide rules that Bob and his contemporaries 
wore attached to their belts, the value of the accuracy of the calculations 
remain the same.  The same is true with “traditions” within the chapter.  
When Bob was a pledge, pledges were paddled for failing to correctly 

perform duties around the chapter house.  During Bob’s senior year, 
paddling was eliminated and a demerit system replaced it which 
required the pledges to do extra tasks to work off demerits.  In both 
“traditions” Bob pointed out that the real purpose was to ensure that 

the house was kept clean and operated effectively.  

He illustrated other examples of “traditions” that were 
replaced over the years by new “traditions” which 
were later themselves replaced.  Bob’s point was 
that changing “traditions” or practices can be done 
without changing the importance of the value which 
supported the “tradition”.  He urged the Brothers to 
review any practices that had any negative aspects 
and look for new more positive practices to replace 
them without changing the underlying values.  It 
is this philosophy that has allowed Alpha Kappa to 
remain among the very best chapters in the Pi Kappa 
Alpha Fraternity and the best fraternity at MST.
active chapter and pledges gathered across 
the street in the intramural fields to play 
football for most of the afternoon.

Founders’ Day
Highlights of Brother Brockhaus’s Founders’ Day Talk

Brother Kallemeier addresses the crowd

Family and friends listen and laugh as Bob is roasted
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Alumni News

Alumni Events
Monthly Happy Hour

Every first Monday of the month, many alumni gather at 
Hooter’s in Westport, MO for a good time enjoying sports and 
fun chatter. This has been a great experience time and time 
again and we invite you to join us any opportunity you get.
For more information, contact Kyle Verhoff at kverhoff@gmail.com

Join Us on Facebook!

Join us now on Facebook to stay connected and posted on upcoming 
events. Group name: Pi Kappa Alpha – Alpha Kappa Alumni Association.
PIKE-AKAA@groups.facebook.com

1905 Club

In an effort to generate additional funding to 
help support Alpha Kappa Alumni Association 
sponsored events such as the Graduating 
Senior Luncheon, which is held each semester 
and has been an extremely successful and 
welcomed event for the seniors and their 
families since we started hosting this event 
about 4 years ago, as well as to put on various 
AK alumni social events, we have started the 
1905 Club. In order to be a part of this club 
we are asking for a voluntary donation of $19.05. This can be just a one-
time donation, but annual donations would be much appreciated by the 
AKAA. As a token of our appreciation for your support you will receive 
a complimentary PIKE koozie following the receipt of your donation.

Please email the Alpha Kappa Alumni Association President, Kyle Verhoff 
kverhoff@gmail.com if you are interested in making a donation.

WHEN: 
June 25, 2011

WHERE: 
Sugar Creek Golf Course
5224 Country Club Drive
High Ridge, Missouri 
(636) 677-4070

TIME:
8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start

Join us for this annual event for alumni and active chapter members.  
It will be a 4-man scramble format, with closest-to-the-hole and 
longest drive contests.  After the golf, there will be a light lunch.  
There will be trophies and prizes.  We will have two flights.  The cost 
remains the same at $55 per person for golf, light lunch and two drink 
tickets.  There will be an optional skins game, also.

This event is all about brotherhood, so if your game is not yet up to 
par, no problem.  If you don’t have a foursome, don’t let that stop you 
either.  We’ll pair you up with another group.

This event has proven to be a great time for all those who have made 
it in the past. And if you’re sure you don’t want to golf, just drop by 
for a drink after the round.  I’m sure you’re going to someone you’ll 
remember from days done by.

We’ve moved this event to June in order to avoid conflicts with the 
brothers in the active chapter so they can participate also.  Please 
get some of the chapter members together and join in the fun. 
Remember, if you don’t have a group, sign up as an individual.    
Please forward this notice to everyone in your class.  Let’s make this 
the biggest event yet.

Alpha Kappa Alumni Association and Active Chapter Golf Tournament
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Educational Foundation

Donations
Investment Income: 
Dividends

Unrealized Gain/Loss 
Investment Income: 
Interest

2010 Account Balances

$335,050.53

$9,300.00 $8,921.94 $5,680.41

2010 Expenses

PO Box Legal & Accounting
Scholarships

$37,175.00

$56.00
$9,718.85

2010 Account Balances

Unrestricted Fund
Myers/Colombatto
F2K3
Gevecker
Kruger

Rippert
Roller
Rolla Public Schools
Wolf

$597,308.07

$105,387.46

$898.17
$130.70

2010 Income

Unrestricted Fund
F2K3
Rippert

Myers/Colombatto
Wolf Fund

$333,163.09

$1,000.00 $100.00$287.44

$500.00

$240.00
$2,986.58 $56,737.76 $25,400.27

$1,697.89
$10,411.48

Note: The giving levels below do not include the many scholarships established through the Missouri S&T Development Office in support of Alpha Kappa.   
These donations will be announced in future Kapers.

1868 Society
$500,000 & Up
Alfred Powell

Founders Society
$250,000 to $499,999

Junior Founders 
Society
$100,000 to $249,999
Phillip Colombatto

Sabre & Key Society
$50,000 to $99,999
William Kruger

Garnet & Gold Society
$10,000 to $49,999
Alpha Kappa House  
Corporation
William Horst
Pierre Powell
Perrin Roller
Kent Weisenstein
Dottye Wolf

Lily of the Valley 
Society
$5,000 to $9,999
Richard Bauer
Karl Gevecker
Wesley Myers

Shield &  
Diamond Society
$1,000 to $4,999
Jack Fleischli
Gevecker Family Trust
Gwen Gevecker
Alan Kamp
Terry King
Robert Markland
S. Dale McHenry
Miear Family
Ronald Miller
Senco Services
James Van Buren

Kapers Society
Up to $999
Jerrold Alyea
James Bess
Brian Beyer
Duncan Block
Robert Brockhaus
Doyne Chartrau
David Erman
Roger Fanetti
Robert Fleischman
Paul Herrmann
David Hill
Rollie Johnson
Charles Koerner

Joseph Krispin
Art Kruger
Edward Kyburz
James Lincicome
Donald Myers
Derek Pelate
Donald Peterson
Charles Schuman
Dale Spence
Christine (Bernard) 
    Wagner
Don Weisenstein
Alvin Wentz
Benjamin Winters
John Wolf

Cumulative Giving Levels   (As of 12/31/2010)

n Air Liquide USA LLC
n AT&T
n Lockheed Martin

n Order of Omega
n Thrivent Financial
n Senco Services

Company or Institution Support

Note: Giving levels are donations to AKEF and 
do not include the many scholarships endowed 
through other legal entities where PiKA is a 
selection criteria nor do these donations represent 
donations to AKHC prior to AKEF’s incorporation.

n Diamond Club
$10,000 & Up
Alfred Powell

n Platnium Club
$5,000 to $10,000

n Gold Club
$2,500 to $4,999
Senco Services

n Silver Club
$1,000 to $2,499
Phillip Colombatto
Wesley Myers

n Bronze Club
$500 to $999
James Lincicome
S. Dale McHenry
Dottye Wolf

n Brass Club
$100 to $499
David Erman
David Hill

n Copper Club
Up to $99
Alan Kamp

Annual Giving Levels
(01/01/10– 12/31/10)
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Educational Foundation

Scholarship recipients

Scholastic Awards

Over $19,705 was presented in scholarships and awards to undergradu-
ate members of Alpha Kappa Chapter this past February during Parent’s 
Day. Fifty-one awards were given to forty different members for scholastic 

achievement and leadership. These awards would not be possible without 
the continuing generous financial support from our alumni.

Summary Information for Parent’s Day, February 26, 2011

Eric Mack
Tyler Meyer
Trevor Becherer
James Shipman
Brian Phagan
John Muich
Tyler Effinger
Andrew Brune

Chris Wieschhaus
Ryan Paul
Dalton Gibbs
Robert Chisholm
Michael Archibald
Michael Weber
John Van Gels
Marc Siebers
Fredrick Reineke
Jorge Quiroz

Curtis McDonald
Jacob Kliewer
Peter Haw
Joseph Graff
Brandon Cundiff
Gregg Crannick
Caleb Collier
Ryan Brunkhorst
Stephen Bostic

Adam McDonell
Raheel Hassan
Bret Baer
Lucas Wessel
Brian Van Booven
Daniel Stocks
Parth Shah
Brian Seawright
Kyle Schraier
Arthur Hartt

Officer Awards
Brian Phagan
Parth Shah
Samuel Shaffer
Lucas Wessel
John Van Gels
Matthew Crinnian

3.8 – 4.0 3.5 – 3.79 Leadership 
Awards

3.2 – 3.49
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Member Profiles

House Corporation

In the last several issues of the Kapers, profiles of the individual 
members of the House Corporation Board of Directors have been 
published.  In this issue, we summarize the background of the entire 
board.  The professional experience and commitment of the BOD 
is critical to the maintenance of our chapter house with a value of 
over six million dollars and the BOD’s policy of bringing the house 
back to a “like new” condition prior to the start of school each fall. 

President — Bob Brockhaus, 1962

Bob is president of Progressive Management Enterprises, Ltd. which 
owns holiday rental property and is the Managing Director of the 
Brockhaus Group which provides consulting services to families that 
own large businesses in the United States, Europe and Africa.  Bob’s 
doctorate is in business administration and from 1973 until 2004, 
he held the Coleman Foundation Chair of Entrepreneurship at Saint 
Louis University and directed its internationally recognized center 
for entrepreneurship.  More about Bob is elsewhere in this issue.

Vice – President — Bob Kallemeier, 1962

Bob is a retired Anheuser Busch executive whose responsibilities included 
the overseeing the construction of A-B breweries throughout the 
United States.  Bob has also been very involved with the construction of 
buildings at the various camp facilities of the Greater St. Louis Council of 
the Boy Scouts of America. Bob also was the representative of the House 
Corporation during the design and construction of the new chapter 
house constructed after the fire and of the Al Powell Wing addition.  
Bob’s detailed knowledge of the chapter house facilities is of immense 
value to the maintenance of the house.  Bob is a past president of the 
House Corporation and a recipient of the Robert V. Wolf Loyalty Award.

Secretary — Trace Shaughnessy, 1986

Trace is currently a project manager with CRB Engineers in St. Louis.  He 
formerly owned the development firm that renovated the old St. Louis 
City Hospital complex into condominiums..  His responsibilities for the 
House Corporation go far beyond the role of secretary as he is the point 
man for all repairs.  Prior to the fire, most repairs were made by the 
active chapter.  Following the construction of the new chapter house, 
the decision was made to have all major repairs made by professional 
tradesmen.   Trace works with the House Manager and the tradesmen to 
ensure that all repairs are made promptly and properly. Each summer, 
Trace oversees the program to maintain and improve upon the quality 
of the physical facility and bring the chapter house to a “like new” 
condition.  Trace is a former president of the House Corporation.

Treasurer — Jim Murphy, Honorary Initiate

Jim is the Assistant Vice-Chancellor for Students at MST.  In this role, he 
is responsible for all student services including housing, advising and 
discipline. Jim also is the faculty advisor to the chapter.  The combination 
of these two roles provides the House Corporation with insight into 
the housing alternatives on campus including not only the university 
owned housing but the housing plans of the other fraternities.  He 
also is able to provide guidance to the chapter and House Corporation 
in regard to the strategic plans of the university.  As with Trace, Jim’s 
service to the House Corporation goes far beyond his role as treasurer.  

Board of Director Member —
Dave Zimmerman, 1989

Dave, a former SMC, is president of RJI, a manufacturing representation 
company for the heating and air conditioning industry, which was 
founded by Brother Rollie Johnson. That Dave has been very involved 
with the HVAC systems at the chapter house is not surprising.  However, 
Dave’s primary role is to serve as the facilitator of the retreats held at the 
end of each semester.  When Dave was House Corporation president, he 
established the practice of holding these retreats to which all outgoing 
and incoming chapter officers spend a weekend with the boards of the 
House Corporation, of the Educational Foundation and of the Alumni 
Association as well as other interested alumni. These retreats have 
provided a long range strategic plan for all four entities, actions plans 
to fulfill the strategic plan, transfer of chapter  leadership roles as well 
as opportunity to address current issues confronting Alpha Kappa.



K
A

PE
RS

  | 
 S

PR
IN

G
 2

01
1

19

House Corporation

Board of Director Member —
Dan Frisbee, 1972

Dan is the former CEO of a 500 million dollar construction company 
with a wealth of knowledge about construction as well as management 
at the executive level of a large company.  Dan has served as the 
SMC and is a past president of the House Corporation and his 
current role is to provide support in any area in need of assistance. 
He also is very involved with the Miner Alumni Association.

In addition to these elected House Corporation 
members, there are three other Brothers who serve 
on the board because of their other roles.

Chapter Advisor — 
Chris Ramsay, Honorary Initiate

Chris is a 1983 MST graduate with a doctorate degree in metallurgy.  
A former metallurgy professor at MST, he is president of his own 
engineering consulting firm, Ramsay Scientific, located in Rolla.  Bob 
Wolf selected Chris as his replacement as the chapter advisor. Chris 
is in constant contact with the men of the chapter and the physical 
house.  His intimate knowledge of the operations of the chapter and 
condition of the house are of great benefit to the House Corporation.  
Chris is also very involved with the Miner Alumni Association and is 
able to bring this perspective to his position. Chris’s wife, Darlene, is the 
first woman to serve as president of the Miner Alumni Association. 

Alumni Association — Kyle Verhoff, 2000

Kyle, a former SMC, is president of the Alpha Kappa Alumni Association and 
a past chapter consultant for the international fraternity. Kyle’s experiences 
as a chapter consultant provide him with the opportunities to provide a 
viewpoint that is of value to the rest of the House Corporation. Moreover, 
his employment as an engineer with True Manufacturing allows him to 
bring the technical side of his experience to the House Corporation.

Educational Foundation — Keith Wedge, 1970

Keith is president of the Educational Foundation as well as secretary of 
the Miner Alumni Association and chairman of the Mines and Metallurgy 
Academy of the MST.  A retired Brigadier General with a doctorate 
from MST, Keith served as SMC. He is currently is program manager 
for Contingency Engineering at Advancia Corporation with offices 
in St. Robert, Missouri and in Huntsville, Alabama.  While his home is 
Rolla, he is frequently travels to support training for military units in 
the United States and overseas. Keith and the Educational Foundation 
administer all of the scholarships for Alpha Kappa members. Awards 
are based on several factors including grades, athletics, leadership 
positions as well as others.  Keith works closely with Chris and Jim to 
be sure that officer awards recognize efforts to properly maintain the 
house. Currently, the endowed funds in the PiKA fund and those of the 
university that are dedicated to PiKA members, total over $1.5 million.  

Active Chapter — Curtis McDonald, 2007

Curtis as the current SMC serves on the House Corporation board.  He 
also is the past president of the IFC as well as the 2010 Homecoming 
King.  He also is a past House Manager.  These experiences enhance 
his ability to provide the House Corporation with insights that all us to 
make more thoughtful decisions.  Every semester a new SMC fills this 
position on the board.  Therefore, by the time this issue of Kapers is 
distributed, we will have another SMC on the board.  It should be noted 
that the men elected by the active chapter to the position of SMC have 
consistently been men who are mature and responsible in their roles.

These are these are the men who give hundreds of hours each year to 
Alpha Kappa.  Each member brings outstanding professional experience 
to the House Corporation. Without their dedication, knowledge and 
willingness to work cooperatively with each other as well as with the active 
chapter, Alpha Kappa would not be called the “benchmark” for chapter 
excellence by the international office of Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity.  



Remembering Alpha Kappa

PIKA House today

Pi Kappa Alpha first in scholarship for fall semester of 1964

Alpha Kappa Chapter House, 1990s

Reconstruction begins

Intramural Championship Football Team, 1971

Chapter House
2001-2011
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This page is dedicated to pictures from the history of Alpha Kappa. 
We hope that many of you alumni look upon this and smile in  
remembrance of the great college experience.

St. Pat’s Float, 1960



We Need Your Help!

Please help the active chapter update the alumni database 
by either filling out the “Alumni Update” below, or by 
contacting Andrew Plyler at alumni@akpikes.com. This 
information is not given to us by the University, and must 
be obtained in another way. Thank you for your time.

We’ll see you at 

Homecoming!
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Upcoming Events
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2011 Homecoming Schedule
Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity

Please consider this schedule of times to be tentative.  
We will have a much more accurate schedule of events for 
this weekend going out at the beginning of next semester. 
For further information contact SMC Parth Shah at  
president@akpikes.com

Friday, October 7th

All Day ........................ Open House

Saturday, October 8th

All Day ...................Open House 

9:00 a.m. Educational Foundation Meeting
 (at Chapter house in the conference room)

10:00 a.m. House Corporation Meeting
 (at Chapter house in the conference room)

12:00 p.m. .............Lunch

12:30 p.m. .............Keynote Speaker

Sunday, October 9th

All Day  ....................... Open House

Homecoming 2011

Alpha Kappa will be holding a lunch during Homecoming 2011.   
Please let the Chapter know if you plan to attend.
  
 q I will be attending Homecoming 2011
 q I may be attending Homecoming 2011
 q I will not be attending Homecoming 2011

History Book

In a continuing effort to fully distribute the Alpha Kappa history book, 
please complete this section.

 q I have already received my copy
 q Please send me a copy

Alumni Update

In order for you to receive your history book, Kapers, and 
future mailings accurately, we need to verify your address.

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Say anything and/or send pictures! Update the Chapter and Alumni 
Association on your current activites to be published in the next Kapers.

 q I am interested in receiving the Kapers digitally



Pi Kappa Alpha
Alpha Kappa Chapter
613 West 9th St.
Rolla, MO 65401

Intramural Champs

2010-2011


